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RESUME OF JOHN EDWARD DAWSON 
John Dawson was born in Charles 
City, Iowa in 19 3 2 • He attended the 
Principia College at Elsah, Illinois 
where he majored in government and in 
economics. He received the degree 
Bachelor of Arts in 1953. 
Graduate study followed at the 
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public 
Affairs in Syracuse University, where he 
received the degrees of Master of Public 
Administration in 1954, and Doctor of 
Philosophy in Public Administration in 
1971. 
Professor Dawson worked for the u. 
s. Government in Washington, D. c. in the 
fields of financial management and 
program planning from 1954 to 1966. He 
was with the Off ice of Budget, Off ice of 
the Secretary, Department of the 
Interior; the Committee on 
Appropriations, House of Representatives; 
the Management Division, Auditor General, 
Headquarters U. S. Air Force; Budget Officer, Bureau of Land 
Management, Department of the Interior; and staff Assistant, Office 
of the Under Secretary, Department of the Interior. 
Professor Dawson attended the second course offered by the 
Defense Resources Management Institute at the Naval Postgraduate 
School in October 1965. He joined the faculty of the Institute in 
July 1966 and has been with the Institute ever since. He served as 
Executive Director from 1976 through 1981. Professor Dawson taught 
public budgeting at the Maxwell School at Syracuse University as a 
Visiting Professor from 1962 to 1970. He has taught the public 
budgeting course for the Rand Graduate School, Rand Corporation, 
Santa Monica, California on a periodic basis since 1972. 
Professor Dawson has served as a consultant, formally and 
informally, to many high ranking government officials of this and 
other countries. Among these assignments, he has been a consultant 
to the Director, Office of Management and Budget, Executive Office 
of the President (1970-72) and to the Director, Congressional 
Budget Office (1975-76). 
His major field of interest is public budgeting, especially 
defense budgeting (PPB), national budgeting, and comparative 
budgetary systems. 
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